
IN 1973, BASEBALL WAS IN CRISIS. 

The first strike in pro sports had soured fans, American League

attendance had fallen,  and America’s team—the Yankees—had

lost more games and money than ever. Yet that season, five of

the game’s greatest figures rescued the national pastime.

Hank Aaron riveted the nation with his pursuit of Babe Ruth’s

landmark home run record in the face of racist threats. George

Steinbrenner purchased the Yankees at a bargain basement price

and began buying back their faded glory. The American League

broke ranks with the National League and introduced the desig-

nated hitter, extending the careers of aging stars such as Orlando

Cepeda. An elderly and ailing Willie Mays—the icon of an earlier

generation—nearly helped the Mets pull off a miracle with the

final hit of his career. Reggie Jackson, the MVP of a tense World

Series, became the prototype of the modern superstar.

THAT ONE MEMORABLE SUMMER

CHANGED BASEBALL FOREVER.
J
ohn

 R
os

en
gren

“John Rosengren brings

to life the 1973 season.

From the star players to

the out-of-control owners,

it’s all here.”

–Stew Thornley, author of 

Land of the Giants
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“It’s a 
season-ticket to one of 

the greatest years in baseball history. 
John Rosengren has given us one of the most 

enjoyable baseball books to come along in years.”

–Jonathan Eig, author of Luckiest Man: The Life and Death of Lou Gehrig and 
Opening Day: The Story of Jackie Robinson’s First Season
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