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You all failed. You should be ashamed of vourselves. Major Leadqus
Basepall is gone from the Twin Citles, and I have no evidence that
3 single memper of this SABR chapter did one useful thing to pravent
this calamity. In fact, some Of you, and you know who you ars, so
get ready for eternal darmation, are serpentine collaborationist
traitors who opposed public funding for a new stadium. You should
wil: yourselves, but have the decency to resign from the chapter
first. 7T failed toco: the team is leaving and it isn't beiny sold
Lo the folks in Monterrey. Oh weli, T'1ll get them the Astros.

Hers. in no particalar crder, are ten issues that the icnoramas-
legislators and citizens of Minnesota failed to comprenend:

‘. I¢ is unfair restraint of trade to reguire =z MLE owner to build
nis own stadium. If h2 does, he no longer nas complete freedom to
521l the team, for in selling it to a nev owner who will movz the
team, the stadium property becomes potentially worthless. ut i a
Jovernment entity builds and owns the stadium (as has been the case
in MiB since Dodger Stadium was bullt), the stadium still has value.
3as the government will be impelled to 30 out and get another team.

2. Govermment svending is not a’cafeteria in which the voters get to
chooge what thev want. If you den't Q.il«:e MLE, shut up (not only
because vour values and thinking aré- prima facie impaired): my tax
dollar pays for all sorts of useless-things, like th= damn fool
Boundary Waters Canoe Area, variops stage and cpera companies, narw
and rec centers, social workdérs and cother meddlesoms compassion
fascists., The tradenf? is that I endure all of these wastes of
money, and iiberal do-goodelrs put up with the ballpark.

3. e shonldn's reward a bad owner by giving him & new stadium.”
Sigh. Yes, he's a senile idiot, wt . . . a. we'll be ric of him
soon anyway, because he'll be dead; . b. he's not inherent: he can
be prassured out; the point is to have MLE., no matter wnom the
owner; c. neither Pohlad nor a new owner would own the ballpark
anyway, so we'rs not giving anypody anything.

4. "We shouldn't reward millionmaire owners and athletes." First of
all, no one but a2 millicnaire has the available capital to take the
risk of buying @ MILB club, so tnere aren't any other kind of owners,
and vou wouldn't want somecne wWho wasn't economically suocessful
owning a ball club anvway. Aand only a few of the plavers are
"millionaires": those who are, are for & very short time in the
working life of an adult human, vet to hear the biue-collar bleat,
vou'd think thac all the ballplayers had imnerited wealth. Yes, it
is stunning that & rookis makes over 21005 = j.rea}, but thev are. by
definition, the 700 best in their field. The 700th highest-vaid
phvsician, CEQ, real estate agent [I will NCT call thnem wnat they
insist, and I sure won't accept their demand to capitalize the "r*j.
singer, college president {fill in titles of many other professions)
is making a lot more tna:t the rookie ballplayver. But vou try to hit
a round bpali going 90~ mph with 2 cylindrical piece of wood, or Keep

the best in the pusiness from doing so: it's a skill worth the bUCKS.

and a baliplayer, at the ML level, is doing 2 lot more for history
and culturs than Wayne Newton, Ted Kennedy, or any rich proctologist
{at ieast tne pallplayers only spit and scratchi. And folks. noc

Mattes now mear LS olavers ael paid how mach, the
iand thus most “expensive’: S&dl at a MITB game 15 !
cneapest nosebleed upper-deck obstructed-view percn at
other three sports.

o

And no one forces people to WRSLe money on

beer and bad food. No one has @ right to cheap parking: take the

us. The same nitwits who whine apout walking two blocks from 2
3

parking lot to a ballpark will, sheep-like, walk & mile in =
shopoing mall lot.

and of course, by failing to “reward millionaire owners and
athletes," you ars actually punishing every kid and adult who just
might like to see a MLB game, incinding the Blue Jays fans from
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, whom you are additionally preventing
from bringing $1.4 million (US) into the Minnesota ecomomy. Smart.

5. ® pad team doesn't deserve a new stadium.” Look,you fools, by
the time the park is built, it might not be a bad team anymore.
Baseball teams’ fortunes rise and fall precipitously in five-vear
spans. Scmetimes a new park generates capital to build a betver
team, as in Cleveland. It's nat like sixty years ago. when the
Yankees were alwavs good, and the Browns always bad. Besides,
only nalf the teams can be winning at any one time. Think! Be
obiective and emjov the visiting teams.

. Jowrnalists puplicized, and legislators fell for, greviously
flawed studies done by charlatans whe began with thelr "minds®
made up, and then skewed the "research" fo fit the niche made by
the axe they had to grind, the ones who propagated the lie that
MLB teams, and new stadiums, do not have a significant economic
impact. You will note that none of these studies were done by
Nobel Prize winners or other well-known economists. They were
all hack professors from minor-league pseudoversities, who are
jealous of zthletes who are Famous ant who earn more than they do.
Although there are some, ¥oU don‘t need a major economic study

to ses the economic gains, the revitalization that a new MLE

park brings: just walk arcund Denver, Cleveland, Baltimore,
Toronto, and elsewhere, ofren in parts of huwn voua'd ft?rrrerl}'
have been prudent to tour in 2n armored omrel Carrier.

7. One of the few sound principlesof urban plarming is that you
correct the mistakss of the past. And replacing the Metrodome
would sure exemplify that premise. No matter how badlvy the Twins
perform, they should not have to endure the legacy of the most
inept period in architectural history. Visiting teams have just-
ifiably grived for years. True baseball fans should not have to
endure such a horrid facility. You kmow, if the opera company
were screaming in a (uonset Hut, or if the wholly superfliucus
SPCO nhad to use a big, ugly tent with bad acoustics, you could
bet there would be a maior scandal, and public monev would be
available faster than the shortest measurable unit of time
(between a traffic light turning green in Mannmattan and the can
driver behind vou biowing his horm]. And don't talk to me about
wwonderful old Metropolitan Stadium.” It was a tricked-up minor
league dump that would by now be condemned (and mot just verpelly).

8. This is a republic, not a democracy. Read the Constitution.
or that insipid proof that there is praver in the schools, the
Pledge of Alllegiance [a democracy iz a svstem in which three
wolves and a sheep vote on what to have for dimnmer}. Thus,
elected officials are entrusted with preventing the will of the
igmorant masses from becoming reality, and instead doing what is
best for them. Since the voters are too lame-brained to under-
stand the economic and cultural advantages of using their tax
dollars to build a stadium, legislators are supposed to pass
laws wmandating such use.

9. Lots of businesses get subsidies in the form of "infra-
structure.” Airlines pav rent, Dut are not required to build
their own airports. Maybe we should give the fake clergything
Rask a complete list of private companies that are routinelw -
subsidized, for then she would expire of radical indigﬂatic;l.

10, You've seen 211 of those studies about the most desirable
cities in which to live (they overemphasize the damndes: things,
like health care and theatres). Well, there are plenty of folks
whose dercision to relocate is influenced by easy acress to major
league sports. If a large market like the Twin Cities has a )
major league baseball teaw and 1lsts it go, 1t is guilty of fraud
in enticing folks like vour humble cclumnist to live nere for
that reason, and then letting the team leave. Surely I can find
an attorney who wishes to break new ground . . . although it
really isn‘t, for it is with this argument that Seattle got its
present team. Well, precedent's already established! Hello,
Miles lord? Do T have a harm for you t5 litigate!

Dammit, we should have kidnapped legislators and killed one of
them a day until they woted the stadium. Since we wouid have
nad to execute a few to demonstrate seriousness of intent,
there*d have been the collateral benefit of giving a free one-
wav towr of the E .4 Fitzgerald to Marty, Pappas., and that
awFul strident woman in tne Mili City who wanted twelve-vear-
olds to vote. Or maype we could have done it all non-violently
bv kidnapping Charliz Berg and Iaising $43: millicn by threat-
ening to reswrn him unharmed.




